OCEAN CITY FAIRNESS IN TAXES
POST OFFICE BOX 565
OCEAN CITY, NEW JERSEY 08226

Monday, July 3, 2023

Mr. Chris Halliday, Board President
Ocean City Board of Education

501 Atlantic Avenue — Suite 1
Ocean City, New Jersey 08226

Subject: Previous School Superintendent Investigation

Dear Mr. Halliday:

In response to a recent Ocean City Fairness in Taxes (FIT) letter regarding the
potential vacation buyout payment for now former school superintendent Dr.
Matthew Friedman, board solicitor Michael Stanton sent an email on Friday, June
30, 2023, stating that he recommended not to pay Dr. Friedman his vacation
buyout check until “the investigation into Mr. Friedman’s attendance history is
complete and discussed with the Board of Education.”

Despite numerous letters to your attention expressing concerns over Dr.
Friedman's attendance, FIT was unaware that an investigation was even taking
place surrounding his attendance history until Mr. Stanton’s email. While
understanding the sensitivity of the matter and respecting the right of privacy, FIT
does have one (1) question surrounding this investigation:

1. Is this investigation an internal review by district employees or being
conducted by an independent and unbiased third party?

The reason for the inquiry is that FIT noticed at the last board of education meeting
held on June 22, 2023, that the board approved contracts for two (2) law firms for
specialized legal services, with one (1) of the law firms being secured to perform
an investigation concerning employment issues. This information was obtained
through an Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request.




Hopefully, if indeed this particular law firm has been engaged to perform an
investigation into Dr. Friedman’s attendance record during his brief tenure in
Ocean City, the considerable amount of information that FIT has furnished the
board will be provided to the third party performing the investigation as it will reduce
time and cost of the much needed investigation. Please be mindful that FIT has
pending public records request with five (5) school districts in three (3) different
states in order to obtain additional information regarding Dr. Friedman’s conduct
while employed by the district and will share any relevant information obtained
through those request with the board.

FIT believes it is imperative that Dr. Friedman be held accountable for his actions
during his brief tenure with the district and that his untimely departure should have
no bearing on the continued pursuit of the truth. This is a teachable moment and
the board must learn from it to make sure that the same missteps do not happen
again as the staff and students of the Ocean City School District are deserving of
so much better.

Respectfully submitted,

\ AL

avid Breeden, President
Ocean City Fairness in Taxes

ATTACHMENTS:

Exhibit “A” — Michael Stanton Email Dated June 30, 2023
Exhibit “B” — Madden and Madden Proposal to Perform Legal Services

cc: Tim Kelley, Board Secretary/Business Administrator
Ocean City Board of Education Members
Ocean City Fairness in Taxes Board of Directors




Friedman's South Orange Maplewood Transition Work - July 2022

From: Mike Stanton (mstantonlaw@comcast.net)
To: danddbreeden@aol.com

e challiday@ocsdnj.org; jmcalister@ocsdnj.org; dvanderslice@ocsdnj.org; cgallelli-keyes@ocsdnj.org;
kbarnes@ocsdnj.org; Inicoletti@ocsdnj.org; cpanico@ocsdnj.org; rshaffer@ocsdnj.org; fnewman@ocsdnj.org;
kchisholm@ocsdnj.org; wholmes@ocsdnj.org; tkelley@ocsdnj.org; jclark@ocsdnj.org

Date: Friday, June 30, 2023 at 10:24 AM EDT

Please be advised that | have previously recommended to Tim Kelley, via e-mail, and phone, not
to payout on vacation days until the investigation into Mr. Friedman's absence history is
completed and discussed with the Board of Education.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Mike

Michael P. Stanton, Esquire
McCrosson & Stanton, P.C.

200 Asbury Avenue

Ocean City, NJ 08226

Phone (609) 399-2411

Fax (609) 293-3578
www.mccrossonstantonlaw.com
mstantonlaw@comcast.net

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you are not the
intended recipient or believe that you have received this communication in error, please do not print, copy,
re-transmit, disseminate, or otherwise use the information. Also, please indicate to McCrosson & Stanton,
P.C. that you have received this communication in error and delete the copy you received. Thank you.




Exhibit "B"

Attachment #3.L

MADDEN & MADDEN, P.A.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
108 Kings Highway East
Haddonfield, NJ 08033

(856) 428-9520

PROPOSAL TO PERFORM LEGAL SERVICES

This Agreement, dated 22nd day of June, 2023 made by and between the QCEAN
CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION and TIMOTHY R. BIEG, ESQUIRE of the law firm
MADDEN & MADDEN, PA, whose address is 108 Kings Highway East, Haddonfield, New
Jersey 08033:

/% Legal Services To Be Provided. Timothy R. Bieg, Esquire will perform an independent and
impartial investigation concerning employment issues. S
The Ocean City Board of Education and Mr. Bieg may make additional agreements to provide
for other legal services not covered by this Agreement. Without such Agreements, Mr. Bieg will
not be required to perform any further services for the Ocean City Board of Education.

For his services, Mr. Bieg will be paid an hourly rate of $200.00. Mr. Bieg cannot predict and/or
guarantee what his total invoice will be. This will depend on the time spent regarding this
evaluation, the number of interviews performed, and other services rendered. All services for
Mr. Bieg will be billed at the hourly rate set forth above and bills will be submitted to the Ocean
City Board of Education every thirty (30) days.

Mr. Bieg will make himself available to the Ocean City Board of Education during normal
business hours and he may be reached at 856-428-950. In addition, Mr. Bieg will be available to
the Ocean City Board of Education after normal business hours and he may be reached at 856-
340-6473 and/or his email address which is trb@maddenmadden.com.

By signing this Proposal, the Ocean City Board of Education and Mr. Bieg agree to be bound by
the terms set forth above.

MADDEN & MADDEN, P.A. OCEAN CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION

By:

: By:
Timothy R. Bieg, Esquire




